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Workshop on Animal Abuse and Neglect 

It has been recognized that a connec­
tion exists between anima l abuse and 
family violence . Not o nly are the house­
hold a nimals abused but often a lso 
spouses and c hildren . This puts the vet­
erinarian in a very difficult pos ition . 
VHUP's Ethics Committee has devel­
oped a policy cove ring clini c ians' re­
sponsibilities when a nima l abuse is 
suspec ted. To disc uss thi s policy and its 
implications in dept h, a Discussion 
Workshop on Animal Neg lect and Abuse 
was held on September 16 at VHUP. 
The event was organized by Dr. James 
Serpell , Marie A. Moore Professor of 
Humane Ethics and Animal Welfare , and 
chaired jointly by Dr. SerpelJ , Dr. James 
Wilson , adjunct assoc iate professor of 
practice management, and Dr. Tom Van 
Winkle, associate professor of pat ho logy. 
Members of the humane commun ity par­
ticipated as did students and faculty. Phil 
Arkow of the Animal Welfare Assoc ia­
tion and author of the Latham 
Foundation 's publication Breaking the 
Cycle of Violen ce presented the Grand 
Rounds lecture with the topic "D()meslie 
Vi()lence, Animal Abuse, and Ihe 
Veleril1arian. " 
During the workshops that followed, 
VHUP's policy statement on a nimal 
abuse/neg lect was di scussed and feedback 
requested wi th an emphas is on diagnostic 
criteria for recogniz ing abuse . Also dis­
cussed was the need for the coll ection of 
data on animal abuse/neglect cases, and 
the concept of a veterinary foren sic resi­
dency program here. Another session ad­
dressed legal and other li ability issues fo r 
veterinarians reporti ng suspec ted cases of 
animal abuse/neglect. 
The second part of the discussio ns 
covered para llel s with ch ild abuse and 
domestic violence; cu rren t local veteri ­
nary involvement in the reporti ng of sus­
pected animal abu se/neglect; and 
fighting dogs. 
VHUP, being located in an urban a rea, 
has a heavy case load, particularly in the 
Emergency Service. It is here th at many 
of the suspected abuse/neg lect cases are 
seen. The determination of suspected 
animal abuse/neglect is often an edu­
cated guess. The account of how the in­
juries oCCU lTed di ffers from the sign s 
present. Sometimes family members in­
di ca te that they are frightened of another 
famjly member and insist on a particular 
scenario out of fear. Clinicians had long 
been unsure how to handle these cases. 
The policy outlines a protoco l that estab­
li shes them as medica l investigators 
whose role it is to represent the animals' 
and the families ' interests a nd request 
tha t appropriate agencies with knowl­
edge o f a nimal abuse and/or child abuse 
review the fa c ts and evaluate the envi­
ronment into which their patients wi ll be 
di scharged a fter medical care has been 
provided. 
A chain of reporting has been estab­
li shed and a list of animal agencies that 
need to be contacted is on hand. VHUP's 
personnel have no legal jurisdiction to 
intervene on behalf of an animal, that is 
the responsibility of the SPCA's officers 
who have police power to investigate re­
ports of alleged animal abuse and who 
take custody of such animals. The policy 
includes a list of signs of suggestive 
abuse and/or neglect and covers report­
ing the suspected abuse/neglect to the 
SPCA and how to handle the clients. 
VHUP wiJl protect the clinicians from le­
gal ac tion s in these cases. 
Th e issue of fighting dogs is not cov­
ered in the policy and is handled differ­
entl y. In the event that abuse of persons 
is suspected , the hospital's social worker 
is in fo rmed . 
The workshop was enthus ias tica lly re­
ceived and brought the shelter commu­
nity into closer contact and discuss ions, 
not on ly with faculty, but a lso with stu­
dents. Those wishing further detail s on 
the workshop or the hosp ita l policy on 
abused/neglected anima ls ca n contact Dr. 
James SerpelJ at the Schoo l. 
A few weeks after the workshop, Drs . 
Serpell , Wil son a nd Van Winkle led a 
pane l di scussion on a nima l abuse and do­
mesti c violen ce at the American Humane 
Assoc iation's an naal Shelter Veterinar­
ian 's Conference in Philadelphia . ... 
Benefit Events 
The Brandywine Carriage 
Driving Club held its an nual 
Brandywine Carriage Driving Show 
in June . For the third consecut ive 
year, the club donated the proceeds 
of the event to the New Bolton 
Center Field Servi ce. The 1998 
show will be held on June 7. 
The Internationa l Sponhorse 
Registry and the Oldenburg N011h 
America Marc, Foal and Stallion In­
spection were held September 4 and 5 
at Hilltop FanTIs. Tnc. in Colora, MD. 
Proceeds from the event were donated 
to New Bolton Center for the planned 
new Imaging Building. 
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